Burrough Green Parish Council Meeting 

Minutes of Monday 27th March 2017 held in Reading Rooms at 7.45pm


Councillors present: Cllr. Jo Batting (JB) Chair, Cllr. Greg Way (GW) Vice Chair, Cllr. Ken Simpson (KS), Cllr. Mark. Penhaligan (MP) arrived at 7:52pm, Cllr. Angela Harris (AH) arrived at 8:02pm & Cllr. Ansa Khan (AK) arrived at 8:08pm.
In attendance:   Vicky Bright – Clerk & Cllr Alan Sharp (ECDC).

	Item
	
	Action

	17/03/1

i)

ii)
17/03/2
	Public Forum – LGA 1972, Section 100(1):
There were 19 members of the public present.
· Several residents raised concerns regarding the danger posed by the combination of speeding on Brinkley Road and the poor visibility at the Hartfield Road junction. Items such as poor visibility, the advisory speed limit on Brinkley Road, the Westley Waterless junction being a ‘hot spot’ for accidents and near misses, the school bus stopping at Hartfield Road were all discussed as contributing factors. Suggestions were made regarding reducing the speed limit, and looking at a new VAS site to be agreed by Highways, traffic mirrors. The issue is to be discussed and any action agreed to be taken at Item 12 (ii) on the agenda.
· Andrew Fleet the Agent for the applicant for Planning Application 17/00244/FUM and the applicants Mr & Mrs Troy introduced themselves and offered to answer any questions that Councillors or residents may have. The Chairman invited residents to view the plans that were at the meeting and to put forward any questions to the agent/applicant. The proximity of the stables, barns and Muck Bunker to neighbouring properties and the footpath was raised by several residents. The Muck Bunker attracting pests, noise and dust to neighbouring properties was also raised, as was the height of the buildings. The Chairman bought the public forum to a close and advised residents that if they had any comments/objections that they wished the Councillors to consider under Item 8 (i) on the agenda, then to submit them to the Clerk now.
Local Authority Reports:
Cambridgeshire County Council.  None.

East Cambridgeshire District Council - Cllr Sharp reported to the meeting;
ECDC Council tax has been set with no rise, this is the third year with no increase. County have increased by 2%, this will be ring fenced for Adult Social Care. The Government are also to give 8 ½ Million ring fenced for Adult Social Care.

The District Waste contract with Veolia ends March 2018, it has been agreed to bring this back in house, this should make savings on running costs and has saved £250,000 costs on tender process.

Accepted Apologies for absence - LGA 1972, Section 85(1) & (2): 

None.
	

	
	
	

	17/03/3
17/03/4

	Members Declaration of Interest (for items on the agenda) – LGA 2000 Part III:
Cllr. M. Penhaligan and Cllr. A. Khan declared an interest in Item 8 (ii).
Minutes of the last meeting -  LGA 1972, Schedule 12, para 41(2):
Resolved 17/03/4.01

To adopt the minutes of the meeting held on 23rd January 2017 as a true statement and these were signed by the Chairman (JB).   
	

	17/03/5
i)
ii)
	Matters arising from the minutes
Clerks Report

The Clerk advised she will be taking leave from 10th to 14th April 2017.

The Annual RoSPA play area inspection has been arranged for April 2017
The Clerk confirmed that reports of the Cambridge Evening News advertising 8 dwelling sin Burrough Green are in relation to Outline Planning granted on 2nd February 2017 - 16/01498/OUT Land south 7-10 Hartfield Rd, Brinkley Rd. 
Councillors Reports

None.

	

	17/03/6
17/03/7
i)  
ii)

iii)

iv)

17/03/8
i)

ii)

iii)
	Councillor Vacancy

The Clerk advised that the vacancy has been advertised on the village website, notice board and in the Village Voice and no applications had been received. The Chairman introduced Veronica Mustoe, who has lived in the village just under a year, and is interested in applying for the vacancy. The Clerk advised that she would email the application information to Veronica and perhaps she could be co-opted in May.
Correspondence:  
The Clerk advised all members that the Consultation on the Draft CAPALC Membership Agreement was now open; https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/VTF6BXB
The ‘Further Draft Local Plan’ consultation has now closed, a number of developers and landowners have suggested new sites for consideration. By early April a full list of these suggested sites will be published on the ECDC website.
ECDC Waste Team is currently preparing to submit a bid for funding through the Sainsbury’s Waste Less Save More campaign and as part of this bid would like to gauge the level of interest from Parishes. The bid is based on the provision of a kitchen caddy, paper sacks and a wipe-board that residents can use to track the amount of food waste they throw out over the space of the month, this information would then be recorded and compared against following weeks/months to highlight where residents are wasting food and money. Residents would be required to report back on the amounts they are throwing away via Facebook/Twitter and the occasional online survey. If residents are interested please advise the Clerk, who will advise ECDC.
The Ellesmere Centre has sent a letter requesting a donation. This is to be considered at the Annual Parish Council Meeting in May, under Annual Donations.

Planning Applications:    
17/00244/FUM – Change of Use to Stud Farm, erection of 10 Stables, Tack, Feed, Maintenance/Tool Store, Hay & Straw Barn, Tractor/Machinery Storage, Muck Bunker, Horse Walker & Dwelling – Land North & East of Quercus, Bradley Road 
Resolved 17/03/8.01

It was agreed to object to application 17/00244/FUM on the grounds that;
· The development is outside the village boundary limits,

· The development is too close in proximity to the neighbouring properties and footpath,

· Speed Restrictions need to be extended to include the entrance/exit.
It was suggested to the agent/applicant that they consider contributing to the costs associated with new speed restrictions and signage. The Agent advised that all comments had been taken on board and revised plans will follow.
CCC – De-Registration of a Section of Burrough Green Village Green
In 1968 the original registration was incorrect. An application re-register the land owned by the current landowners has been delayed due to the application previously being submitted under the wrong paragraph of the legislation. This has now been amended and re-submitted. Councillors discussed the historic use of the land and the difference between Common Land, which must have Access Rights and Village Green which must have access for Recreational activities. It was confirmed the piece of land in question is currently owned and maintained by those residents. It was suggested that a decision be deferred until Councillors could see the full application and historical documents supporting the de-registration. Councillors will make a decision and email comments etc. to the Clerk by 28th April 2017.

Network Rail – Consultation
Network Rail are consulting on the closure or down grade of several crossings in District of Fenland, East Cambridgeshire and South Cambridgeshire. Those crossings affected near Burrough Green are;
· Parish of Westley Waterless: C30 Westley Road (Manual crossing)– To which closure is proposed, however a local farmer/landowner has objected.

· Parishes of Brinkley & Little Wilbraham: C29 Cassells (Six Mile Bottom) – Plans proposed to divert the public footpath to move access across the level crossing and add a pavement for residents.
	

	17/03/9
i)

ii)

17/03/10
i)
ii)
iii)

iv)

v)

vi)

vii)

17/03/11
i)

ii)

iii)

iv)

17/03/12
i)
ii)
iii)
17/03/13

	Play area:
Land Registry Update
An issue has been raised by Land Registry with the witness ID, Cllr. Khan is dealing with this matter to get it resolved.
Grass Cutting Annual Quote

Resolved 17/03/9.01
It was agreed to continue with the current contract at the new rate of £0.75 per cut, 15 cuts at £596.25.

Finance

Parish Council Bank Balances and Reconciliation

The bank balance was confirmed as £20,399.02 as of 28th February 2017.
Resolved 17/03/10.01

That the Bank balances and reconciliation of payments & receipts be received and adopted and signed & initialled as such by the Chairman (JB).

Cheques for signing and approval

Resolved 17/03/10.02

It was agreed to approve the payments of the following outstanding invoices and the cheques were approved and signed by Cllr. Jo Batting and Cllr. Ken Simpson.

Swarco Traffic Ltd
SID Unit
000669
£3,929.65

Mrs V Bright

Expenses

000670

£2.26

Quarterly Asset Risk Assessment Report
The Clerk gave a report on the Risk Assessment carried out today. The Clerk is to look at quotes for new football goal posts for the May meeting. Cllr. Batting volunteered to clean the Bus Shelter on Top Road, the Notice Board and the Phone Box. The decision whether to re-stain & repair the benches is to be discussed on the next agenda. Cllr. Simpson confirmed he had now replaced the map in the map board and stained the board. The Clerk is to report the damaged Highway Gate (Haverhill end) to Highways for repair.

Adoption of Asset Register
Resolved 17/03/10.03
The asset register was scrutinised and formally adopted. As such, it was duly signed by the Chairman (JB).

NJC Salary Pay Scales Increase 2017/18

The Clerk advised that NALC had approved the new NJC Pay Scales for Clerks for 2017-18 and her SCP Point had increased from £10.944 to £11.054 per hour. Cllr. Batting proposed adopting the NJC Pay Scale increase, the vote was unanimous in favour of.

Resolved 17/03/10.04
It was agreed to increase the Clerks salary to £11.054 per hour in line with NJC Pay Scales with effect from April 2017.

Review of Clerks Annual Office Allowance & Petrol Allowance

The Clerk advised that HMRC guidance stated that the allowance for Parish Clerks should be £4 per week (£208 per annum). This was for heating, lighting, phone & internet & general wear and tear. The Clerk advised that her Office Allowance had historically also included mileage allowance for meetings

Resolved 17/03/10.05

It was agreed to increase the Clerks Annual Office Allowance to £4 per week (£208 per annum), with effect from the 1st April 2017, and to include an allowance for mileage for meetings at £.045 per mile @30 miles’ x 6 meetings = £81.00.
Mowers Valuation & Sale & Grass Cutting Annual Contract Review

The Clerk presented two quotes from Les Field and ECDC for annual grass cutting.

Resolved 17/03/10.06

It was agreed to continue with the contract with Les Field at a cost of £100 per cut weekly for 2017/18. Extra cuts are to be approved separately.
The Clerk presented two valuations of the mower at £75 & £200. The Clerk advised that Les Field had made an offer of £200 for the toppers. 

Resolved 17/03/10.07

It was agreed to accept the offer of £200 from Les Field and sell the Toppers.

Highways & Footpaths
Speed Watch Update
None.
VAS Options/Quotes
The Clerk confirmed the equipment had been ordered and delivery was expected soon. The map of the locations is to be added to the website once Highways have sent it to the Clerk.
Footpath Burrough Green to Brinkley Options

The Clerk reported that Highways had quoted for 700m worth of Footway Construction, from Opposite Westley Waterless Junction on Top Road to join up with the Brinkley footpath, at a cost of £100,000+ and that is best case scenario. There does appear to be a ditch along the eastern side of the road. This might need retaining walls to support the footway, this would increase the costs further by a drastic amount. With 3rd Party works 20% admin costs and 20% VAT would also be added on top of the costing. The Clerk advised that Cllr. Mathew Shuter had concerns that the verge was not wide enough and it would be necessary to approach landowners which would raise the costs as well. He also advised that he believed Brinkley would oppose the scheme, due to the fact that the free school bus would undoubtedly be lost, if a safe route to school had been provided, which there is not currently. He also advised that a cycleway and bridleway application would surely follow, and that the County have not budgeted for footpaths maintenance, so the costs of this would be down to the Parish. It was agreed by all not to pursue the proposal any further.
Public Footpaths Update
The Clerk confirmed that the fallen trees behind Walnut Tree Cottages had now been removed.
The Clerk advised that the PROW Officer was aware of the problem of flooding at the ditch Green Lane and had been in discussion with the landowner. The PROW Officer had suggested to the Chair that an informal visit to the landowner from the Parish Council may help speed things up. The Chair and the Vice Chair are to visit the landowner.
The Clerk was asked to contact ECDC to get the street cleaner to sweep the back part of Back Lane.

Parish Matters:
Defibrillator Update on Funding

The Clerk advised that the Big Lottery – Awards for All application was successful and the funds have now been received. The Clerk is to order the equipment from Community Heartbeat Trust and approach the school regarding the possibility of the Defibrillator being installed at the main entrance.
Speeding Hartfield Road Concealed Entrance

This issue was fully discussed during the Public Forum, it was agreed that the Clerk would approach Highways regarding reduction is speed limit, and a possible new VAS location, the installation of traffic mirrors, the Clerk is to copy in Cllr. Alan Sharp. The Clerk was also asked to write to the school to ask them to ensure the school bus uses the stop and not stop at Hartfield Road.

Bus Shelter Works Update

The Clerk confirmed that JBL would be carrying out the works in the next 2-3 weeks. When a date is confirmed the Clerk is to advise the school and the school bus.
Items for next Agenda:
· VAS Update
· Play Area Land Registry Update
· Councillor Vacancy Co-option
· Defibrillator Update

· Pond Condition and action to take

· Highways/Footpaths Update

· Football Goal Posts

· Benches Maintenance & Repair

The Annual Parish Meeting is to be held on Monday 22nd May 2017 at 7pm, followed by the Annual Parish Council Meeting (AGM) in the Reading Rooms.
There being no further business the Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and declared the meeting closed at 9:46pm.

Signed:  j. Batting                                                                                        Date: 22nd May 2017

Chair, Burrough Green Parish Council
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